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service department at Woodville ISD. Tommy
was truly blessed to have one of the best
cooks in Southeast Texas as his mother, and
his meals were southern-style home-cooking
for the whole family. Tommy loved the holi-
days, as it was a time when his family came
together to enjoy his mother's meals and each
other's company at the old home place.

While attending Kirby High School, Tommy
was actively involved in sports, As a teenager,
he developed a love of hunting. Tommy felt
blessed to have been raised in East Texas,
surrounded by nature and wildlife. On any
given day, you could find him fishing in “Dam
B”, swimming in Wolf Creek lake, or chasing
squirrels. Being the baby of the family, there
was a never a dull moment and always plenty
to do.

In 1973, Tommy graduated from Lamar Uni-
versity with a bachelor’s in accounting. Shortly
after, Tommy married the love of his life,
Kathy Harriett Tolar. They started their lives
together in Beaumont, TX, where he worked
with Edgar and Kiker, CPAs. After a few
years, Tommy and Kathy returned home to
Woodville, where Tommy established his ac-
counting firm, Weaver and Smith, CPAs. In
1987, he began working at Woodville ISD as
the Assistant Superintendent of Finance,
where he would spend the next 23 years be-
fore his retirement.

After he was retired, Tommy continued to
do what he liked best: hunting, golfing, and
watching his grandchildren play. He also en-
joyed utilizing his financial expertise volun-
teering with numerous organizations such as
First Baptist Church, Jacob’s Ladder Learning
Center, the Lions Club, and Allan Shivers Li-
brary. Additionally, Tommy served on the
board of Tyler County Hospital and ultimately
became Chairman.

Tommy made life-long friends over his 43
years of membership in the Woodville Lions
Club, including honors such as: the Out-
standing Lion of the Year, Long Time Service,
Lifetime Membership in Texas Lions Camp,
and the prestigious Melvin Jones Fellowship
Award. Tommy recently received a Certificate
of Appreciation for his outstanding commit-
ment and dedication to service, which was
presented to his sons on his behalf.

Early in life, Tommy’s mother instilled in him
the love of his Lord and Savior, and as a
young boy he attended Ebenezer Baptist
Church. Tommy later led his family to become
members of the First Baptist Church of Wood-
ville, where he served as trustee and a dea-
con. Tommy thoroughly enjoyed his men’s
Sunday school class and occasionally filled in
as the teacher, using his passion and thought-
fulness to deliver the weekly lesson.

Tommy’s primary devotion throughout life
was the growth and support of his family. He
spent many years coaching his three boys in
various sports. While not on the sports field,
they could usually be found out enjoying na-
ture with their father. Nothing brought Tommy
more pleasure than taking his boys hunting
and “bringing home the meat.” The time spent
together in sports and outdoors is where
Tommy instilled in his boys the same values
and faith that guided him throughout his life.
Tommy and Kathy were both blessed to have
the privilege of watching their three boys grow
to be leaders within their communities.

Tommy and Kathy both enjoyed traveling.
One of their most memorable trips was to Ath-
ens, Greece, where they visited the
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Areopagus (Mars Hill) where Paul the Apostle
gave his most famous message. Tommy es-
pecially enjoyed reading the books of the Bible
written by Paul.

Tommy’s greatest love was his family and
seven grandchildren, who lovingly called him
“Pops.” The beloved family dog, Toto, always
knew when Pops was home and frequently
landed in his lap for a cuddle. Tommy is re-
membered by his family as “an oak tree . . .
strong, mighty, and courageous.”

He was preceded in death by his parents,
Charlie “CC” and Winnie Bell Weaver, and his
sister Virginia Carruth. He is survived by his
devoted wife of 46 years, Kathy Tolar Weaver
of Doucette; sons, Travis and wife Jamie of
Doucette, Ryan and wife Amanda of Lum-
berton, Lane and wife Amber of Kingwood;
grandchildren, Reed, Laural, Tyler, Karson,
Lathan, Lucas, and Blake; brothers, Charley
and wife Diana of San Antonio, Kenneth and
wife Charlotte of Woodville; sister, Barbara
Wilson of Woodville, as well as numerous
nephews and nieces.

Madam Speaker, | would like to honor my
friend Tommy Weaver for his many years of
faithful service to his community. My thoughts
and prayers remain with his family and friends
during this difficult time.

————
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MONTH
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Friday, September 17, 2021

Mr. MRVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with
great respect and admiration that | rise to cel-
ebrate National Hispanic Heritage Month.
From September 15, 2021 to October 15,
2021, the people of the United States will
once again celebrate the histories, cultures,
traditions, and contributions of our Hispanic
American community. As a lifelong resident of
Northwest Indiana, in honor of this special
month, | would like to pay tribute to two truly
outstanding local Hispanic community leaders,
the late Jesse Gomez and Rosemarie Gomez.

Jesse Gomez was born on April 5, 1920 in
East Chicago, Indiana. He was elected East
Chicago City Councilman in 1963, making him
the first person of Hispanic descent to be
elected to political office in the city, as well as
in the state of Indiana. Mr. Gomez served
three consecutive terms as councilman and
was elected Council President twice during his
tenure. His election and time in office was es-
pecially significant in that it opened political
doors for the Hispanic community throughout
the city of East Chicago and beyond. During
his career, Jesse was also appointed Manager
of the East Chicago License Bureau and
served as Deputy Clerk in the Lake County
Treasurer’s office and Assistant Deputy for the
Lake County Assessor’s office. Jesse Gomez
passed away on August 31, 1979, leaving an
indelible mark in Northwest Indiana’s history.
He is survived by his wife, Rosemarie, four
beloved children and many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Throughout his life, Mr.
Gomez successfully advocated for the inter-
ests and rights of the Hispanic community
throughout the region and the state. We are
truly grateful for Jesse’s remarkable contribu-
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tions, and his legacy will remain a cornerstone
for the Hispanic community and for all of
Northwest Indiana.

Rosemarie Gomez was born on January 14,
1926 in Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico. As a child,
her family traveled back and forth between
Mexico and the United States. She and Jesse
made their home in East Chicago, and after
Jesse’s passing, Rosemarie was selected to
replace him on the East Chicago City Council.
This made her the first Hispanic female to
serve in any political office in East Chicago.
Throughout the years, Mrs. Gomez has given
of her time and efforts to the city of East Chi-
cago and to the Hispanic community. The pur-
suit of quality education has always been of
utmost importance to Rosemarie, and she has
always made it a point to instill these values
in her children and grandchildren. Throughout
the years, she has dedicated much of her time
to the East Chicago Public Library. Among her
many projects with the library, for twenty years
Mrs. Gomez volunteered to decorate a Mexi-
can-themed Christmas tree for the library’s
“Christmas Around the World” exhibit. For her
dedication and commitment to the Hispanic
community, and to the city of East Chicago
and beyond, Rosemarie is worthy of our high-
est praise and everlasting gratitude.

Madam Speaker, at this time, | ask you and
my other distinguished colleagues to join me
in celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month. Our
nation’s success is reliant upon the rich herit-
age and cultural diversity of its people, and
the extraordinary contributions of citizens such
as Jesse and Rosemarie Gomez, who have
improved the quality of life for generations to
come. This month, and always, we honor the
many Hispanic members of our communities
who have added to the prosperity of the
United States and who have enriched our lives
and the culture of our great nation.

——————

HONORING PALM SPRINGS POLICE
CHIEF BRIAN REYES

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 17, 2021

Mr. RUIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the career of Palm Springs Police Chief
Bryan Reyes who has retired after nearly 30
years of service to our community.

A veteran of the United States Marine
Corps, Chief Reyes began his career in law
enforcement as a reserve police officer for the
Compton Police Department in 1991. After
transferring to the Palm Springs Police Depart-
ment in 1993, he rose through the ranks—
serving as an officer, detective, sergeant, lieu-
tenant, and captain before ultimately police
chief.

Chief Reyes led the Palm Springs Police
Department through difficult times. On October
8, 2016, during the first year of his tenure as
Chief of Police, Palm Springs police officers
Lesley Zerebny and Gilbert Vega were trag-
ically killed in the line of duty. Chief Reyes
recognized the devastating impact this would
have on the department, community, and the
officers’ families. He prioritized the mental
health needs of those affected and his guid-
ance brought us all closer together in this time
of mourning.

| am honored to have collaborated with
Chief Reyes in authoring legislation to com-
memorate the tremendous sacrifice made by
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officers Zerebny and Vega that day. Named in
their honor and inspired by our local police of-
ficers at the Palm Springs Police Department,
the Heroes Lesley Zerebny and Gilbert Vega
First Responders Survivors Support Act would
get families of our fallen heroes the support
they need to ensure they have every oppor-
tunity to succeed in life.

During his more than six years of leader-
ship, Chief Reyes strengthened the depart-
ment’s community policing in neighborhoods,
expanded outreach and engagement with resi-
dents and businesses through Town Hall
meetings, implemented new technology and
social media platforms, and fostered trust and
credibility through regular meetings with neigh-
borhoods and community organizations. Under
his guidance, the Palm Springs Police Depart-
ment developed important partnerships with
the Palm Springs Unified School District, Palm
Springs Chamber of Commerce, Main Street
Palm Springs, Boys & Girls Club of Palm
Springs, Mizell Senior Center, Well in the
Desert, Desert Regional Medical Center, and
many more local organizations. Further, Chief
Reyes has received numerous accolades for
his incredible leadership, including Life Saving
Medals, the Officer of the Year award, and the
Community Hero’s Award.

Chief Reyes’ 28 years of tireless and dedi-
cated work for the Palm Springs community is
a testament to his outstanding leadership,
character, and commitment to the well-being
of Palm Springs residents.

Chief Reyes will be missed, and the
changes brought about under his leadership
will continue to improve the lives of Palm
Springs police officers and the entire Palm
Springs community.

On behalf of the great people of California’s
36th Congressional District | want to thank
Chief Bryan Reyes for all he has done for our
community. Congratulations on a well-de-
served retirement.

——————

GORSUCH 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. TRACEY MANN

OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 17, 2021

Mr. MANN. Madam Speaker, on Saturday,
August 14, 2021, Timothy (Tim) and Candace
(Candy) Gorsuch of Leoti, Kansas, celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary in Stillwater,
Oklahoma. They were joined by family and
close friends for the occasion.

Tim and Candy met on a blind date in Still-
water while Tim was playing baseball for Okla-
homa State University and Candy was a flight
attendant for Continental Airlines. They were
married in Colorado Springs in 1971 and were
blessed with three children: Jack, Adrienne,
and Matthew, and 6 grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-

gratulating Tim and Candy on this exciting oc-
casion. Happy 50th wedding anniversary.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

IN HONOR OF THE LEXINGTON
FIRE DEPARTMENT

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 17, 2021

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the Lexington Fire Department as they
celebrate 150 years of service to the people of
Lexington, Kentucky.

Lexington was founded in 1775 and quickly
grew from a pioneer settlement into a village.
Fire was a constant threat due to the number
of wooden structures. The Lexington Fire
Company was formed in May of 1790 and be-
came the first fire department west of the Alle-
gheny Mountains. Whenever a fire broke out
in the early days of Lexington’s history, all the
able-bodied men, and oftentimes women,
would show up, form a bucket brigade, and at-
tempt to put out the fire. In August of 1871,
two large fires destroyed significant portions of
the city of Lexington. The Lexington Fire Com-
pany was then reorganized and the Lexington
Fire Department as it is now known was cre-
ated on September 7, 1871. The Department
grew over the years, adding innovations such
as call boxes and fire hydrants. The first
horseless engine in Lexington was purchased
in 1911. Other innovations included new fire
stations, employee physicals, truck mounted
radios and first aid. The Department also
began to introduce public education and pre-
vention efforts.

Over the 150 years of its existence, the Lex-
ington Fire Department has protected the citi-
zens of Lexington by responding to the threat
of property loss, injury, and death caused by
fire. The Department has made numerous
changes over time to provide the best and
most up to date services to meet the changing
needs of the community.

Currently, the Lexington Fire Department
serves as the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s
largest fire department. They operate out of 24
fire stations. They have responded to over
304,000 local emergencies in the past 5
years, with a current staff of 597 men and
women and a budget of just over $80 million.

In 2018, the Department began its innova-
tive and impressive Community Paramedicine
Program, which enables firefighters to take a
more comprehensive approach to the care of
patients who depend highly on E-911. This is
resulting in saving lives and making a dif-
ference for Fayette County residents.

| congratulate chief Jason Wells and all the
firefighters of the Lexington Fire Department
on their 150th anniversary. It is my honor to
remember the history and to recognize the
brave men and women of the Lexington Fire
Department before the United States Con-
gress.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF SYBIL
SHAINWALD

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, September 17, 2021
Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.

Madam Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to Sybil
Shainwald, for her unwavering dedication to

E983

advocacy for women and especially for wom-
en’s health. For over forty vyears, Ms.
Shainwald has been at the forefront of the
women’s health movement.

Ms. Shainwald received a Master of Arts in
History from Columbia University in 1972 with
a focus on the consumer movement. In 1972,
she was awarded a National Endowment for
the Humanities Grant to establish the Center
for the Study of the Consumer Movement at
the Consumers Union, which she directed
from 1972-1978. While director, she attended
New York Law School and received her Juris
Doctor in 1976.

As a trial assistant in the late 1970’s, Ms.
Shainwald successfully represented the first
case that held drug manufacturers liable for
the health problems of children whose moth-
ers had taken the synthetic estrogen drug
diethylstilbestrol (DES) to prevent miscarriage.
Since then, she has represented thousands of
people in the U.S. and globally, who were ex-
posed in utero to DES.

In addition to her courtroom advocacy, Ms.
Shainwald was also a professor of law at the
City University of New York and currently sits
on the Board of Trustees of New York Law
School. In 2004, she established the Sidney
Shainwald Public Interest Lectures at New
York Law School.

Through her writing, testimony before the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration and Con-
gress, and her leadership of advocacy groups,
Ms. Shainwald has raised national awareness
of crucial women’s health issues. In the
1980s, she traveled internationally to educate
women on the toxicity of Depo-Provera,
though not approved by the FDA for contra-
ceptive use, these birth control shots were
marketed in 80 foreign countries and, through
legal loopholes, to poor, minority, and mentally
incapacitated women in the U.S. Ms.
Shainwald estimated that 20,000 American
women were prescribed this drug, linked to
cancer in lab animals, as a contraceptive and
to treat PMS and endometriosis, and were not
told about its side effects.

Ms. Shainwald is former Chair of the Na-
tional Women’s Health Network, Co-Founder
of Health Action International and Trial Law-
yers for Public Justice. She was a member of
the FDA Consumer Consortium and a member
of the Coordinating Committee on Toxics and
Drugs. She is on the Board of the
Hysterectomy Educational Resources & Serv-
ices Foundation (HERS) and other non-profit
organizations. Ms. Shainwald also recently
helped establish an Immigration Clinic at the
College of William & Mary Law School.

Ms. Shainwald has received numerous
awards for her advocacy, including the Presi-
dent’s Medal from New York Law School, the
Dean’s Award from Columbia University, the
Susan B. Anthony Award from the National
Organization for Women, New York County
Lawyer's Association’s Edith I. Spivak Award
and both New York Law School and William &
Mary bestowed Honorary Doctor of Law De-
grees to her. Most recently, New York State
Assembly Member Rebecca Seawright hon-
ored Ms. Shainwald with her annual Carolyn
B. Maloney Leadership award.

Ms. Shainwald has worked for decades as
an advocate for women’s health and can be
credited with many advances in the field. Her
tireless advocacy has done nothing short of
save lives.
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